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This deck includes examples of ad-funded stories promoting a range of harmful adversarial narratives:

● Western aggression: Under President Biden’s watch the U.S. has instigated a war with Russia. 
There was an anti-constitutional coup d'etat in 2014 in which Western-backed extremists overthrew 
the democratically elected government. 

● NATO bioweapons threat: The U.S. and other NATO allies have military biological projects in 
Ukraine.

● Legitimate intervention: At the request of the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, the Russian Federation 
started a ‘special operation’ to protect them.

These disinformation narratives have been identified across multiple websites in multiple languages.

GDI has observed a number of ad tech companies monetising 
anti-Ukrainian and anti-democratic disinformation.



3

How GDI defines disinformation
● Disinformation is more than overly simple, false dichotomies 

such as true vs. false or left vs. right.

● GDI views disinformation through the lens of adversarial 
narrative conflict.  Adversarial narratives:
○ Can be implicit or explicit;
○ Are intentionally misleading;
○ Are adversarial against:

■ at-risk individuals or groups
■ current scientific consensus
■ democracy and key institutions

○ Most importantly, these adversarial narratives create a 
risk of harm.

● This definition transcends false binaries and identifies 
disinformation explicitly by adversarial narrative topic, such as 
anti-immigrant, misogyny, anti-vaccination, etc. 

https://www.disinformationindex.org/research/2019-4-1-adversarial-narratives-a-new-model-for-disinformation/
https://www.disinformationindex.org/research/2019-4-1-adversarial-narratives-a-new-model-for-disinformation/
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Brands unwittingly funding these stories:
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Ad tech companies monetising this content:
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Specific publisher policy? Most relevant policy wording (as at 20 May 2022)

✓ “Due to the war in Ukraine, we will pause monetization of content 
that exploits, dismisses, or condones the war.”

✘
Restricted content: “Is hateful or discriminatory to any groups or 
individuals based upon their race, sex, nationality, religious 
affiliation, age or sexual orientation”; or, “Promotes, glorifies or 
condones violence against others.”

✘ Restricted content: “Promoting discrimination based on gender, 
race, nationality, religious beliefs, social status or income.”

Most of these publishers' policies do not adequately address the breadth of disinformation 
narratives associated with the conflict in Ukraine. 

Ad tech publisher policies must be updated and enforced.
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GDI calls for effective policy enforcement
This enforcement should prioritise the following areas at an EU and global level:

● Risk assessments: Guaranteeing that all systemic risks (e.g. disinformation, election manipulation, 
harms to minors online etc.) are catalogued by the Very Large Online Platforms (VLOPs), rather than 
only the most prominent, recurrent risks.

● Data access: Ensuring civil society has access to relevant and timely platform data in order to 
provide third party scrutiny.

● Oversight: In the case of the Digital Services Act, establishing a multistakeholder advisory group to 
oversee implementation, with experts drawn from civil society.

● Effectiveness: Adversarial narrative framing of disinformation should be included within regulatory 
regimes to tackle the scope of harmful content.

An urgent, long-term and industry-wide solution is needed to end the monetisation of harmful 
disinformation.



Date of Capture: 
May 19, 2022

Brand: 
Harvard Medical 
School

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
ZeroHedge

Disinformation:
Anti-democratic
Anti-Ukrainian

Monthly pageviews:
108,000,000

Language:
English

Evidence the U.S. and allies had a plan in place go back a couple of years, but the fact this “Resistance” entity formed up before 
February 8th, two weeks before the actual military intervention, also tells us Mr. Putin’s claims of imminent Ukraine attack on 
Donbass were valid.
[...]
USAID, UKAID, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the U.S. State Department, Germany’s Development Ministry, George Soros’ 
International Renaissance Foundation, the elite (Fourth Reich) order filled Eurasia Foundation, the European Commission, Omidyar 
Network, and many other Russophobic organizations not only back every aspect of the proxy war in Ukraine, they had to have 
been in on the ultimate planning of this crisis. [...] Their agenda is out in front of God and everybody. What keeps people from 
understanding is the sheer scope of the campaign and its having been planned for decades now. 

“There can be no misunderstanding of the reasons for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s launching the 
demilitarization/denazification operation in Ukraine. The 
United States, by command of President Joe Biden, ordered 
war with Russian [sic] no matter what. The reasons are 
obvious. The liberal elite gave the order.” 



Date of Capture: 
May 19, 2022

Brand: 
Guard.io

Ad served by: 
MGID

Site:
Gateway Pundit

Disinformation:
Anti-democratic
Anti-Ukrainian

Monthly pageviews:
108,000,000

Language:
English

"Not only the US, but also a number of their NATO allies are 
carrying out military biological projects on the territory of Ukraine."



Date of Capture: 
May 24, 2022

Brand: 
Best Buy

Ad served by: 
Criteo

Site:
Kurir

Disinformation:
Anti-democratic
Anti-Ukrainian

Monthly pageviews:
249,000,000

Language:
English

“Kyiv's sponsors from the West, who had supported the 
anti-constitutional coup d'état in Ukraine in 2014, 
ignored the tragedy of Donbas.
[...]
[Russia] ....felt compelled to respond to the request by 
Donetsk and Luhansk, and start a special operation to 
protect them, under Article 51 of Chapter VII of the UN 
Charter.”



Date of Capture: 
May 20, 2022

Brand: 
Acer

Ad served by: 
Criteo

Site:
Informer

Disinformation:
Anti-democratic
Anti-Ukrainian

Monthly pageviews:
53,410,000

Language:
Serbian

Translation: “Canada has spent nearly a billion dollars on training Ukrainian troops 
since the 2014 coup in which Western-backed extremists overthrew the country's 
democratically elected government. The neo-Nazi fighters were an instrumental 
operation of regime change, and the ‘Azov’ battalion was later used to suppress 
disagreements.”



Date of Capture: 
May 20, 2022

Brand: 
Aston Martin

Ad served by: 
Google

Site:
Novosti

Disinformation:
Anti-democratic
Anti-Ukrainian

Monthly pageviews:
38,340,000

Language:
Serbian

Translation: “Already, new data confirm that the components of 
biological weapons were developed in biolaboratories in 
Ukraine, which are located in the immediate vicinity of Russia.”
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For More Information:

info@disinformation.org
www.disinformationindex.org


